AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY AUGUST 20, 2010
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JULY 13, 2009
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JUNE 26, 2009

AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 5, 2009
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 13, 2009

SENATE BILL No. 7

Introduced by Senator-Wggihs Romero

December 1, 2008

te-energy— An act relating to building standards.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 7, as amended, Wrggms Romero. Renewable-erergy-seurees:het

me{eﬁﬁg—Bundmg Code: maximum exit access travel distance standard.

The California Building Standards Law requires any building
standard adopted or proposed by a state agency to be submitted to, and
approved or adopted by, the California Building Standards Commission
prior to codification.

This bill would make several legislative findings and declarations
relating to maximum exit access travel distance regulations in the
California Building Code. The bill would require, for buildings that
are one story in height and for buildings meeting specified occupancies,
the maximum exit access travel distance to be 400 feet where specified
requirements are met. The bill would provide that these standards shall
remain operative until they are adopted by the commission as part of
the California Building Code.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes-no.
State-mandated local program: yes-no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(a) For the last 14 years, the California Building Code (Title
24 of the California Code of Regulations) has allowed for a
maximum exit access travel distance of 400 feet for large
warehouse buildings classified as Group F-1 or S-1. During this
period, there have been no documented reports of injury due to
this distance and recent studies have concluded that an exit travel
distance of 400 feet for large warehouse buildings is safe provided
that the storage areas are protected by early suppression fast
response sprinkler systems.

(b) The 2009 International Building Code was revised to allow
for a maximum exit access travel distance of 250 feet for large
warehouse buildings classified as Group F-1 or S-1. This revision
will also be automatically included in the 2010 triennial
publication California Building Code, effective as of January 1,
2011.

(c) Unless further action is taken, the 2010 revision to the
California Building Code will have significant negative
consequences for two of the California industries most severely
impacted by the current recession, the real estate and construction
industries. The proposed revision will define existing large
warehouses as noncompliant with the California Building Code
and will significantly impact the construction of new large
warehouses, many of which have been designed with a maximum
400 foot exit access travel distance.

(d) It is further the intent of the Legislature that the statutory
guidelines of this act serve as an interim measure pending adoption
of this standard into the California Building Code by the California
Building Standards Commission.
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SEC. 2. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in
buildings that are one story in height, for occupancies in Group
F-1 or S-1, as defined by Sections 306.2 and 311.2, respectively,
of the California Building Code (Title 24 of the California Code
of Regulations), the maximum exit access travel distance shall be
400 feet where both of the following exist:

(1) The storage areas are protected by early suppression fast
response sprinkler systems designed and installed in accordance
with the National Fire Protection Association Standard 13 for the
Installation of Sprinkler Systems.

(2) The storage areas have a minimum interior height of 30
feet to the underside of the roof deck.

(b) This section shall remain operative until the standard
specified in subdivision (a) is adopted by the commission as part
of the California Building Code.
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